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MEETING SCHEDULE 2008
February 21 7:30-9 pm @ Culpeper Ext
March 20

7:30-9 pm @ Culpeper Ext

April 17

7:30-9 pm @ Culpeper Ext

May 15

7:30-9 pm @ ????????????

June 8th Picnic at Verdun 2-6 pm
July - no meeting
August - no meeting
September 18 7:30-9 pm @Culpeper Ext.
October 16

7:30-9 pm @Culpeper Ext.

November 20 7:30-9 pm @Culpeper Ext.
December - no meeting
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540 923 4772
kfmiller@nexet.net
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Secretary/Treasurer: Lele Hankins
540 547 4711
Regional Inspector: Bob Wellemeyer
540 428 0420
Webmaster: Mike Wilson
Website: www.npbee.org

Preview & Review
Well, Mother Nature intervened, and our fresh
start to the new year of 2008 with a January 17th
meeting was sidelined by a snow storm. But,

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼
DUES ARE PAST DUE
Dues go to pay for mailing out this
newsletter to members and to extension
services in our area and meeting
announcements which are mailed to
newspapers in the area, and just stuff.
Please write a check for $10.00 made to
NPBA and send to:
Lele Hankins
18182 Pine View Drive
Culpeper, Virginia 22701

keep your fingers crossed, and we will have perfect
weather for the February 21st meeting. Karen
Hunt was prepared to show us the movie “Killer
Bees”, (unfortunate title, but I'm told the
information in it is rather factual), and will in fact
show it at the February meeting. A big apology to
Dr. Dave Snyder, for my goof with directions to
Verdun Adventure Bound where the February

10th open house to register folks, as well as all the
bees classes themselves will be held. CORRECT
directions are as follows. It is NORTH of
Rixeyville, on Rt. 229, and is about 2 miles
NORTH of the Hazel River Bridge. It is about 4.5
miles south of Rt. 211.

HIVE WORKS FOR DECEMBER
Here is a little bit of winter managment from Kim
Flottum's The Backyard Beekeeper, some
paraphrased without changing the meaning, some
taken exactly as written.

MORE BIG NEWS

Depending on winter weather, periodic checks
may be routine or only rare. You'll be briefly

Lele Hankins, our Secretary/ Treasurer gave birth
to a baby girl, Allison Hart Hankins; 7lbs 15 oz
19.5 inches. Lele and baby are both doing well and
keeping inside in this cold weather. Will she
perhaps become the youngest member of our
club????

checking to see how the food is holding up, and
where the cluster is in relation to the top of the
hive. You can look at the broodnest briefly,
especially on a 50◦F day, to make sure that the
queesn is present and perhaps laying, and that
there's enough food for the colony. If you are
comfortable in a light jacket, it is warm enough to
look in your hive. You can add frames of honey
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you stored from the summer for this opportunity.
The bulk of the food should be to the sides and
directly over the cluster. On a cold day (20◦F) day,
air entering the colony, even for a few minutes, can
kill brood, and the disruption can significantly
disrupt the cluster. Moreover, no matter how cold,
some bees will fly and they will be lost. When you
open a colony in the winter, all the propolis seals
will be brittle and will crack loudly when broken.
This definitely puts the colony on alert, be sure to
wear protective gear. Bees take a very unkind view

Allison Hart Hankins and big sister
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

of this disruption. If the bees are clustered near or
at the top, they will most likely have consumed

most of their stores and feeding will be necessary.

Eat ice cream – it’s good for your bees!

(Baker's fondant, purchased from the bakery

Ann Harman, recently attended a national

department of the local supermarket is the most

beekeeping conference in Sacramento, CA and

practical option for winter feed. Cut in slabs and

brought back this gem! It will be a welcome tidbit

place on the top bars directly over the cluster ; per

for all those ice cream lovers out there.

Roy Hendrickson, Bee Culture Feb 2008.)

Haagen Dazs will be contributing $250,000 for

A word about ventilation - all during the winter,

honey bee research. In February a new flavor will

your bees continue to eat honey, perhaps raise

be offered by the company – vanilla honey bee.

some brood, and move around a bit. These

Yes, it contains honey as the principal sweetener

activities normally generate heat (as does the act of

and the other ingredients are just great, no

clustering) plus carbon dioxide and water vapor

preservatives or other mysterious ingredients.

from respiration. In the winter, it can be an issue.

Inside the cover of the ice cream container is a

Without a vent for carbon dioxide and warm,

paragraph about pollination by honey bees. You

moist air to escape, it will naturally accumulate

are also told to visit their website at

inside. The carbon dioxide builds up, displacing

haagendazs.com

some fresh air. But the warm moist air comes in

to learn more about bees and what the company is

contact with the unheated sides and inner cover

doing to help them. Ann was able to eat some of

and condenses. The water that collects eventually

this new ice cream at the conference in

runs or drips down back onto the bees. If you can,

Sacramento. She reports that it was delicious!

imagine a cold shower on a cold winter day in an

Please support Haagen Dazs in their efforts to

unheated house. The bees struggle to stay dry, and

support honey bee research. Ice cream for dinner

keeping warm becomes even more problematic.

anyone???

Between the inner cover and the edge of the top

The gift basket shown below was made and

super, place a pencil or any block of material that
raises the inner cover 1cm (3/8”). This allows the
warm moist air to rise and escape, leaving the
colony dry. It also provides an entrance should
snowdrifts cover the front door.
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donated by some of our members as a door prize

separate terms; Pollen Substitute, Bee bread

at the last VSBA state meeting. Our thanks to

substitute, Probiotic protein feed for honeybees.

these generous members who volunteered their

It states it is made from multiple ingredients to

thoughtfulness and efforts, and to Karen Hunt to

make it more nutritionally balanced. It is over 25%

supplied the photo!

protein, 40% simple sugars, 5% vitamins and

New Products

minerals, 5% fat. It is fermented and contains live

featured in Bee Culture February 2008

and active probiotics (beneficial microorganisms).
It is not sticky like most pollen patties. It can easily

1. A pheromone product called SuperBoost -

be portioned out with an ice cream spade. Prices

which claims to stimulate worker bees to forage

are listed as follows:

for pollen faster and more often, resulting in more

Up to 50 lbs 2.25/lb
up to 50-500 lbs 1.75/lb
over 500 lbs 1.50/lb

pollination events and greater crop yield. It claims
to increase the rate of foraging, the amount of
pollen load brought back by the individual bees,
and to lower the foraging age of bees. Bottom
line, it says it will increase colony growth in
Summer and Winter and increase the overall health
of the colony. Available from Mann Lake, Ltd.

(If you go to the website, it offers a small free
sample to a limited number of beekeepers just for
the asking. I asked, and should be receiving a
sample.)
... Perhaps as a club we could try some or all of
these products, and then provide feedback to other

2. Another product called MegaBee (also called

club members....

the Tucson Bee Diet) is available from Dadant &
Sons, Inc. Developed, it claims, to boost colony
strength for pollination and honey production. It
describes itself as a highly balanced protein
supplement that is scientifically designed to

One last note: the Culpeper extension office where

improve honey bee health and overall life

we regularly hold our meetings in unavailable for

expectancy.

the May 15th meeting, as is the Depot Conference
Center. If anyone has an idea of a possible

3. BBread, a protein honeybee feed offered by

meeting place for the May meeting, please let me

Jester Bee Company. It is described with three

know ASAP. Thanks

